Water Law Review
Volume 15

Issue 2

Article 18

1-1-2012

Colorado Water 2012 Authors
Leigh Auerbach

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.du.edu/wlr

Custom Citation
Leigh Auerbach, Conference Report, Colorado Water 2012 Authors, 15 U. Denv. Water L. Rev. 510 (2012).

This Conference Report is brought to you for free and open access by the University of Denver Sturm College of
Law at Digital Commons @ DU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Water Law Review by an authorized editor of
Digital Commons @ DU. For more information, please contact jennifer.cox@du.edu,dig-commons@du.edu.

510

WA TER LAW REVIEW

Volume 15

sources in Colorado. He says fracking is inherently safe and the chemicals used should be regulated at the state level. Congressman Gardner
wanted to encourage conversations about safety in the oil and gas industry, but hc also wanted Colorado to pursue wind and solar options.
Next, Mr. Treese asked the Congressmen to make a case for why Republicans should be returned to power. Congressman Gardner said that
Republicans are the ones who have aggressively fought the growing national debt, and Republicans will keep the government from getting in the
way of future economic growth. Congressman Tipton emphasized that
what matters most are jobs and the economy, especially in his district
where real unemployment is over twenty percent. He pointed out that he
and Congressman Gardner were not in office when the problem was created, but now they are both committed to fixing the problem and focusing on job creation.
Finally, Mr. Treese asked the Congressmen to identify what their top
priorities are for this session. Congressman Gardner said his top priority
is to get the country back to work. He said that the government cannot
only create jobs itself, but it can also get out of the way to make it easier
for the private sector to create jobs. Congressman Tipton said the government should be the stepping stone rather than the stumbling block for
jobs and a strong economy. He wants to focus on reasonable regulations
and trade agreements to increase American exports.
Jessica Bidgood

COLORADO WATER 2012 AUTHORS
Justice Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr. of the Colorado Supreme Court spoke
about the Water 2012 Book Club, which will be featuring Colorado authors, and introduced two of the featured authors, Craig Childs and Jon
Waterman. Justice Hobbs spoke highly of both authors' books and encouraged the audience to read them.
Craig Childs, a natural science and archeology writer and author of
House of Rain (Little, Brown and Co., 2007), discussed his book first.
He began by explaining his relationship with water, framing it via how he
learned to find water in the desert. Childs described his experiences
searching for springs and rain deposits to sustain him during his travels
throughout the Southwest. He marveled at the rich history of the land as
he described the pottery, arrowheads, and dwellings of ancient civilizations that he encountered, and further described climbing into the mountains and finding springs in cliff dwellings. Childs said often saw pottery
on the ground that had not moved in hundreds of years.
He next discussed an ancient symbol that appears at dwelling sites,
including places on a large Navajo reservation. The symbol signifies water; that an aquifer is present. Childs reminisced about a time that he saw
this symbol and followed it through a series of doors into a cave. When
he heard the sound of water dropping into a pool, he knew he had found
something significant. He talked about the beauty of the place and the
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amazing feeling of by being in a location that had not been disturbed in
an extremely long time.
Childs noted that many historic Southwest civilizations were built
around water sources and that the need for water has linked people
throughout history. He discussed the Anasazi tribe who once lived in the
Chaco Canyon in New Mexico, but then disappeared without a trace. He
explained that while archeologists are trying to figure out exactly what
happened to the Anasazi, it is likely they simply moved in search of water. Childs explained that the Anasazi archeological remains suggest the
people followed the water south and spread out as they traveled over preColombian migration routes. He said that many people were unable to
secure water, war later broke out, and the civilization collapsed as a result.
Childs concluded with a story about one of his many quests for water.
There is a place in the Utah wilderness where Childs knows where to find
a water hole. On one of his trips, he arrived there to replenish his water
supply, but found that the hole was dry. Rather than panicking, he knelt
down and began to dig. Once he hit moisture, he used pieces of sandstone to block the edges of the hole. After an hour or two of work, clean
water filled the hole. He was then able to fill his bottles and had enough
water for the next few days. He concluded by saying that he protected
that small water hole like the audience at the Convention protects the
small pool of water we have in the West.
Jon Waterman, author and photographer, also spoke about his book,

The Colorado River: Flowing Through Conflict (Westcliffe Publishing,
2010). He began by discussing the Colorado River and its importance to
the region. He noted that the amount of water the American Southwest
will be able to take from the Colorado River is uncertain due to a number
of factors including global climate change, conflict from demand, and
increasing population.
Waterman then discussed his 1,450-mile trip along Colorado River
from the Rocky Mountains to the River's delta near the Sea of Cortez.
He explained that during most of the journey (which produced the photography for the book), he traveled in a small raft and surrounded himA constant theme throughout
self with natural resources experts.
Waterman's presentation was to have hope for the future because, in
light of the breathtaking natural beauty he witnessed along the Colorado,
nature always finds a way and so can we.
Waterman also discussed major dam projects, including the Hoover
Dam, and their effect on the Colorado River. He said that one effect of
dams is that they prevent silt from progressing downstream to the sea and
nourishing the flora and fauna along the way. He also noted that dams
have caused the water temperature to change dramatically, negatively impacting fish and other aquatic species. He further pointed out that dams
have prevented flooding in some areas and are the reason cities like
Phoenix and Los Angeles have water. Waterman noted that regardless of
one's opinion on dams, it is hard to look at the Hoover Dam and not
respect the work and innovation that went into it.
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Waterman also mentioned a number of projects being implemented
along the river, including the successful Rocky Mountain Sheep and Big
Horn Sheep restoration projects. He further discussed how the Yuma
flood has helped restore wetlands, and the success of the projects encouraging ecological re-growth. Waterman concluded with a challenge to
the audience to protect and preserve the Colorado River for future generations.

Leigh Auerbach

CAN WE PLAN A BETTER FUTURE?

Mike Gibson, Vice President of the Colorado Water Congress, began
the session on future water challenges by introducing the speakers.
Steve Maxwell, author of The Future of Water (American Water
Works Association, 2011), gave a presentation outlining trends that will
have a significant effect on the future of water. He opened by discussing
the unique nature of water and how it essential to life. He explained that
there is a fixed amount of water on Earth, and as it becomes scarcer due
to factors like population growth and increased standards of living, there
will be greater conflict stemming from people's need to obtain water. He
also noted that there are increasing problems with not only the quantity
of water, but also the quality of the resource throughout the United
States.
Maxwell then discussed emerging solutions to these water challenges,
including municipal conservation (namely, low-flow appliances and blocktier pricing) and agricultural conservation measures such as center pivot
drip irrigation (an irrigation system in which drip hoses are attached to a
center pivot sprinkler and dragged along the top of the ground to reduce
water use), and laser field leveling (leveling the field to a desired slope
using a guided laser beam for better water distribution). In talking about
technological advancements, he pointed out that technology alone cannot
solve the world's water problems. He stressed that a change in consumer
behavior is also essential.
Maxwell next made his predictions for the future of water. He explained that water will increasingly be viewed as an essential factor in agricultural production, and companies will increasingly add the cost of
water to their balance sheets. Additionally, people may move from cities
like Las Vegas and Tucson to locations where water is more abundant.
He stated that water consumption will come to be viewed in a more holistic manner and conservation programs will increasingly focus on the
amount of water that goes into producing food and other consumer
products ("virtual water"), not just the water that comes out of a faucet.
Maxwell also claimed that the distinction between different "types" of
water will fade and the focus will shift to one "concept" of water, rather
than individual focuses on clean water, rainwater, groundwater, wastewater, and recycled water. He also emphasized that the price of water will
dramatically increase to reflect the true cost of both the water and its de-

